Scrutiny Committee
4th November 2021

Major Roads –
Transport for the North’s role
To provide statutory advice to Government on future transport investment, including
on the Major Road Network.
To work in partnership with National Highways, local transport & highway authorities and
other key stakeholders, developing and maintaining a robust evidence base, agreeing priorities
and setting out recommendations for investment in the Major Road Network.
To support innovation and promote measures improving outcomes for road users and
communities impacted by Major Roads. For example TfN’s work on supporting Local
Authorities in developing plans for the roll out of EV Charging Infrastructure, and TfN research
into transport related social exclusion.
To promote the efficient movement of freight, including improved access to key international
gateways, distribution centres and multi – modal freight hubs.
To take a holistic whole network approach and make recommendations on how Major Roads
integrate with local transport networks and the strategic rail network.
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Major Roads Key outcomes we want to see
Improved journey time reliability

Better network efficiency – movement of people and goods
Greater resilience to unplanned incidents e.g. severe weather events
Better customer experience
Decarbonisation of road transport – at scale and pace needed to support net zero targets

Improved air quality & reduced noise pollution
Reductions in road traffic collisions and casualties
Facilities to support active travel, particularly where integrated with local cycle / pedestrian
networks
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Major Roads challenges / opportunities
Ongoing growth in road traffic (traffic now back to pre-pandemic levels)
Relative cost of motoring in comparison to the motorised transport modes
Need for rapid adoption of zero emission vehicles and reductions in vehicle miles driven
Cost of congestion and risk we see more congestion if traffic grows, particularly as once
purchased or leased EV’s are currently much cheaper to drive per mile
The inequality that comes with high levels of car ownership and usage. The
poorest people in our society are much less likely to own cars but are more exposed to the
associated problems, such as air pollution; and for those who do own cars, those with less
money spend a significantly higher proportion of their income on using them
Need to prepare for a massive fall in tax revenue from fuel duty (estimated to be around
£30Bn) and ensure that future motoring taxes are equitable.
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Cost of travel changes

Source – RAC Foundation
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Roads in the North - Carbon emissions

Around 3% of trips do 30% of mileage
Leisure trips approx. 40% of distance, commuting just 20%
Sources – TfN Decarbonisation Strategy 2021 & CREDS (Centre for Research in Energy Demand Solutions 2020)

7

Passenger distance travelled
Passenger distance (Billion KM's) by mode
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Cost of congestion calculated as £59.5 billion per year, or 13p per KM driven
Source of chart: Department for Transport Statistics,
Modal comparisons, Table TSGB0101, Passenger transport by mode
Source Department for Transport, TAG Data Book, July 2021
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Purpose of the
Major Roads Report (MRR)
To set out why Major Roads are important and will continue to be so in the future.
To update TfN’s previous Major Roads Report, published in 2018, drawing upon TfN’s Strategic
Transport Plan, Northern Transport Charter ambitions and TfN’s more recent work on Future
Travel Scenarios, the Transport Decarbonisation Strategy and Freight Strategy.
To support TfN in the statutory requirement to advise Government on transport priorities for
the North of England, this includes priorities for investment in the road network.
The MRR will be used as an evidence base for TfN engagement with Department for Transport
and National Highways
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Questions ?

